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In this guide, we present to you, Ali, an 
African student, from North central 
Nigeria, who is fascinated with 
machines and is interested in studying 
in Germany, as he learnt Germany is a 
powerhouse in engineering and he is on 
the quest of finding all the necessary 
information needed to study 
Mechanical Engineering (BSEng) in 
order for him to fulfill his dream but in 
quest of searching for his degree 
programme, he discovered a lot more 
about the enormous study potential 
Germany offers to all students no 
matter their programme choice or the 
degree they want to obtain. Ali shares 
his story with you on everything he did 
to succeed, from making his decision, 
searching for schools, course of study, 
accommodation, application for student 
visa and settling in Germany after 
arrival. Read Ali’s success story and 
learn how he prepared and made his 
way to study in Germany. If Ali 
succeeded, you can succeed too.

For you to understand Ali’s story 
perfectly, we’ve broken it down into 
phases 1, 2 and 3

ALI GOES TO GERMANY 
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Do you need study admission to Germany? But before you apply you need to 
understand why you want to study in Germany. I had to find out why Germany was a 
top choice for me and why it stood out from other countries as a beloved study 
destination in Europe.

Unique culture and history of Germany 
and as wel l  explore i ts beauti ful 
landscape. Germany has more 410 higher 
education institutions and gives you the 
possibility to choose close to 15,000 
Bachelor and master study programmes.

I NEED ADMISSION

These are what I discovered:
These were my top 10 reasons from my research before applying:

1
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11 states in Germany charge no tuition 
fees at all for international students, 
except for some states like Baden 
Württemberg that now charges tuition.
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It is not so expensive to study and live in 
Germany. The average living cost is 

accommodation, food, transport, health 
insurance, telephone/internet, study 
materials and fun activities.

Many German Universities now offer 
international courses in English language. 
Having a knowledge of German to study 
in Germany is not necessary but of course 
it is highly recommended, since you need 
it for everyday communication.

DAAD (German Academic Exchange 
Service) and many other foundations 
both public and private foundations offer 
scholarship opportunities to foreign 
students.
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You have the chance to live and enjoy

German offers world class education, 
especially in fields like Engineering, 
Med ic i ne ,  Sc ience ,  Economics , 
Philosophy, Information Technology, 
Social Sciences and Humanities.

After studies, international students have 
one year and six months to find a job. 
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You can study and work for 90 full working 
days or 180 half working days in a year to 
support yourself. Students earn from 10 
to 15 Euros an hour.

You can travel to so many EU countries 
during your stay in Germany including the 
nine countries bordering Germany.
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INFORMATION YOU NEED TO KNOW 
ABOUT THE HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEM 
IN GERMANY
I was surprised to discover the variety of higher institutions, study programmes and degrees 
available in Germany. There are more than 420 higher institutions, among which 106 are 
universities in Germany offering more than 18,200 study programmes for both German and 
international students. Germany has many renowned Universities, some ranking among the top 
100 Universities in the world. Universities Ranking 
(https://www.webometrics.info/en/Europe/Germany%20#content)
Germany has a unique system of higher education. No matter what your needs or talents are, 
you’ll certainly find an institution to fit into in Germany. 

You typically have the choice among the following: 

1. Universities:  scientific-research focused.

2. Universities of Applied Sciences - mainly focused on technical and professional practices, 
usually offering several internship opportunities during studies or after studies.

3. Colleges of art, dance, fashion, film and music, etc. are focused on those who are talented 
and passionate about creativity, entertainment and self-expression.
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Though, I applied for a Bachelor's programme, but it was interesting 
to find out that Germany offers study programmes at all levels: 

1. Undergraduate studies: Bachelor's degree 
(BA, BSc, BSEng): This usually takes up 6-8 
semester to complete, that is between 3 to 4 
years, and you are awarded 180 up to 240 ECTS 
(European Credits Transfer System)

2. International Exchange Programmes - 
students often spend one semester in abroad in 
another country to study in an international 
institution or University. This is usually done to 
complement students' study or for them to gain 
exposure in their respective field elsewhere. 
This could be applicable to either bachelor's or 
master's students.

3. Graduate Studies: Master's degree (MA, 
MSc, MEng): This takes usually 2-4 semester to 
complete, that is 1 to 2 years, you must earn 
between 60 to 120 ECTS Credits

4.  PhD/Postgraduate Studies: PhD Degree: 
You only need 4-10 semester to complete your 
research work (dissertation) to earn a doctorate 
degree in Germany
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There are no general admission requirement to study in Germany, it 
depends on your choice of study programme and level as well as 
study institution and this varies from institution to institution and 
course of study to course of study.  In most cases if you are going 
for a bachelor’s degree, like in my case, my school-leaving 
certificate from Nigeria was not enough to present for admission in 
Germany and my German was not very good, so I had to apply for 
1-year foundation programme called ‘Studienkolleg’ and then I 
wrote and passed the qualification assessment exam called 
Feststellungsprüfung. This enabled me to start my actual course of 
study. 
But I had a friend, Ojolo, who was from Uganda, who was talented 
in art and design, did not have to take an entrance exam like me, 
instead he wrote an aptitude test and submitted his work samples 
to the school.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS: 
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LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY AND 
REQUIREMENT FOR ADMISSION: 

Ÿ Most undergraduate courses in Germany are taught in German, 
while many graduate courses are currently available in English. 
If your course of study is in German, you’ll need to show 
evidence of German language. To meet these requirements, you 
ought to have one of the following exams: German Language 
Test for Admission of Foreign Study Applicants or TestDaF.  You 
don’t need to take the German language test if you have these 
alternatives, i.e. an Abitur from a German school or you have 
the German Language Diploma (Level II), Goethe Zertifikat C1 or 
C2. Although there are some Universities that don’t require 
international students to have the knowledge of German, but 
this is mostly for Master courses; in which case some 
Universities may request that you show a proof of English 
language, requiring TOEFL or IELTS. As a foreign student, if you 
would like to have an idea about your ranking in comparison to 
other applicants who wants to study in Germany, you can take 
an aptitude test called TestAS. Here is a link for you: 
https://www.testas.de/en/index_en.htm If you have a good 
results, you can increase your chances of being admitted  for 
studies in a University in Germany. 
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Academic structure is different depending on the University and 
degree in Germany. In Germany every course of study is overseen 
by a seminar. This maybe in another building or in the same 
building. You’ll also find the professors and research assistants 
here. Every course has a departmental committee called 
Fachschaft, made up of students representing the interest of all 
the students. In Germany, Universities are scattered around the 
city, only very few have centralised campuses.  The academic year 
is generally divided into two; the summer and winter semester. 
The summer semester typically starts from April to September, 
while the winter semester starts from October to March, but in the 
University of Applied Sciences this is a bit different, summer starts 
from March to August and winter semester from September to 
February.

In Germany, most Universities use the modules and credit points 
system. The module system is used for both bachelors and 
masters programmes. I was a bit confused when I started 
studying, since in Nigeria, we don’t use the module. It was totally a 
new experience to me. Modules could take two semesters to 
complete and consist of six to ten hours of lecture a week. 

To receive an academic degree, students must fulfill certain 
amount of points. Usually, it is demanded that students complete 
180 to 240 credit points for a bachelor’s degree and 60 to 120 
credit points for a master’s degree.

ACADEMIC STRUCTURE AND REQUIREMENT: 

Note: There are some courses that are 
only available in thewinter semester
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TIMELINE FOR PLANNING AND 
PREPARATION (BONUS)

As a bonus tip for you, I'm sharing a method I used in 
planning and preparing for my study and trip to study. 
Here is a breakdown of the process:

Ÿ At Least 1 Year Before Traveling To Germany: I started by gathering 
information about the study opportunities for me in Germany and if I meet the 
requirement for me to successfully be admitted by checking and confirming 
all the necessary documents needed for admission. I also had to figure out 
how I was going to finance my study.

Ÿ 6 Months Before Travelling To Germany: By this time, I had already 
decided on a course of study and University and I also contacted the 
University's international office for further information about my course of 
study.

Ÿ 3-5 Months Before Your Study Starts: Already submitted my application to 
the University for admission and making sure I paid attention to the deadline, 
whether winter or summer semester.

Ÿ What Next After Getting Admission Notification: I applied for an 
accommodation immediately I received my admission letter and applied for a 
visa as well as health insurance with a health insurance policy that is officially 
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I GOT ADMISSION

Step 1
I Need A Student Visa
Ÿ After getting my admission, the 

next thing was to apply for a 
student visa and because many 
African countries including 
Nigeria are not eligible to a visa-
free entry into Germany. I had to 
apply for one. Citizens from the 
European Union member 
countries don’t require a visa to 
enter Germany, all they need is 
a valid personal identity card 
and citizens from countries like 
Canada, Australia, Japan, South 
Korea, Israel, US usually require 
a visa on arrival, while citizens 
from the African continent must 
apply for a visa in their countries 
before travelling to Germany. 
Since I knew I would need a visa 
from Nigeria to travel to 
Germany, the next step was for 
me to know the requirement for 
applying. You can get more 
information from here: 
www.diplo.de/visa



First, you need to know there are different kind of visas. Once you 
get a notification of admission, then it is time for you to apply for a 
visa. Though, you may still apply for a visa even if you have not 
been granted an admission into a German University or 
Studienkolleg- this is the foundation programme I mentioned earlier 
but you’ll only be able to apply for a study applicant visa (in German: 
Visum zum Zweck der Studienbewerbung). You must find out from 
the German embassy in your country, as this opportunity is not 
available in all countries. If you have been admitted to a University 
or Studienkolleg, you should apply for a student visa (in German: 
Visum für den Aufenthalt zu Studienzwecken). The visa you’ll be 
given will only be valid for three months, so you’ll have to apply for a 
residence permit at the foreign or immigration office in your city of 
residence when you arrive in Germany. 

REQUIREMENT FOR STUDENT VISA APPLICATION
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I GOT ADMISSION

Step 1
I Need A Student Visa

Pay Attention: 

After getting my admission, the next thing was to apply for a 
student visa and because many African countries including 
Nigeria are not eligible to a visa-free entry into Germany. I had 
to apply for one. Citizens from the European Union member 
countries don’t require a visa to enter Germany, all they need is 
a valid personal identity card and citizens from countries like 
Canada, Australia, Japan, South Korea, Israel, US usually 
require a visa on arrival, while citizens from the African 
continent must apply for a visa in their countries before 
travelling to Germany. Since I knew I would need a visa from 
Nigeria to travel to Germany, the next step was for me to know 
the requirement for applying. You can get more information 
from here: www.diplo.de/visa

It is not advisable to enter Germany with a 
tourist visa, as you cannot convert a tourist 
visa to a student visa or student applicant 
visa in Germany. You’ll still have to go back to 
your country to re-apply for a student visa. 
Once you’re sure of the visa type you are 
applying for, the step is to make sure you 
have all the required documents ready before 
the slated date for interview. Here are 
documents I presented, and these are the 
general required documents. Although, in 
some countries some documents may not be 
required and in some more may be requested. 
You may have to confirm the necessary 
documents from the German embassy in your 
country before requesting for an interview 
date
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STEP 2: 
ARRANGE VISA DOCUMENTS
STUDENT VISA APPLICATION DOCUMENTS

1. Proof of finance

2. Previous academic certificates (including  transcripts)

3. Proof of health insurance

4. German knowledge certificate or letter showing future 
German course in Germany

5. Admission letter from a German University or Higher 
Institution

6. Health certificate (Required for some countries)

7. University Entrance Qualification recognised in Germany 
(When applicable)
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YES! I GOT MY VISA 

I Got an ISIC Card 

After you get your visa, you must apply for accommodation, so you don’t find it difficult 
when you arrive, as this could be difficult sometimes, depending on the city. Although It 
is usually more challenging with big cities, like Berlin, Hamburg, Cologne, Munich or 
Düsseldorf because of high demand.  Kampus Konnekt49 sorted my accommodation 
before I arrived, you should contact them (link to appointment form). They support their 
students with securing accommodation before arrival, so you could focus more on 
settling in when you arrive your destination. Now you have secured your 
accommodation, then you can book your travel ticket.

The International Student Identity Card (ISIC) is a student card that offers discounts for 
international students. The discounts could cover travel tickets, insurance and living 
expenses in more than 130 countries. I got my ISIC card with a registration fee of 22 
euro. The card is available in some African countries. 

You can apply online for it as well by submitting following documents:

• Digital photo

• Scanned copy of proof of full-time student status

• Scanned copy of proof of identity

To register and order the card online, 

visit ISIC website: https://www.isic.org/get-your-card/
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1 MONTH BEFORE I LEFT MY COUNTRY

Start Packing Soon and Smart

Studying in Germany Practical Guide For International Students

One month before I left Nigeria, I visited a doctor. I’ll advise you to do same before moving to 
Germany to ensure you are in a good health shape, you can also ask the doctor if you need to 
get any vaccine or any medication for Germany. The doctor can prescribe medicines needed to 
take along that will help during your stay in Germany, especially if you’re on any special health 
treatment. Make sure you’re well acquainted with the health issues for travellers to Germany 
before you embark on your journey.

Packing for study abroad could be very challenging, since you will be away for a long period 
and there are so many things needed to put carry along. I was focused more on making sure I 
had all my personal documents. If you forget any of these documents, it may ruin your study 
plans but for other items you can always buy them in Germany: Here is my list of important 
items: 

1. Passport valid throughout your study stay in Germany

2. Admission letter from the University or School

3. Proof of financial resources

4. Original copies of all your academic or work document including 

translated certified copies (if applicable)

5. Language certificates (English and German; if applicable)

6. Proof of finance/funding

7. Health insurance confirmation

8. International driving license

9. Vaccination card (if applicable)

10. Other travel documents (air ticket, Travel health insurance, etc.)

11. Cash (change it from your local currency to euro) or 

Credit/Debit card 

12. Important numbers of friends, family and 

acquaintances



TRAVEL BAGGAGE
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I ensured I was aware of the 
baggage and handbag 
allowance of the airline 
company I was travelling with.  
Make sure you confirm with the 
airline before you book your 
flight.



Content  Phase 3

Studying in Germany Practical Guide For International Students

1

2

3

4

5

6

Getting Health Insurance

I Am Now In Germany

Enrolling At My University

Register At The City Residence Office And Apply 
for a Residence Permit

Cost and Financing 

Can I Find A Job In Germany After My Study?



Studying in Germany Practical Guide For International Students

I AM NOW IN GERMANY

Step 1
Getting Health Insurance
If your health insurance is not 
recognised in Germany, you’ll have 
to get a health insurance 
recognised in Germany. Public 
health insurance coverage is 
usually recommended for 
international students and there 
are many of them. You need a 
health insurance coverage to 
successfully enroll at the University 
in Germany.



Step 2
ENROLLING AT MY UNIVERSITY

To fully get started at a University, you must matriculate, for you to be able to register for 
your courses, so you can get a degree upon completion of studies. These are the 
procedures I took to enroll at my University:

After providing these documents, the international office gave me an enrollment 
certificate of enrollment, which served also as a temporary student ID. 

You’ll also be issued bank details on paying the semester contribution by at the 
international office or student affairs office. I received my student ID card after paying 
the semester fee. 

After which, I was provided with an online account with login details to access the 
University’s intranet services such as the electronic course information, online 
registration for courses and exams and online course material of professors.

At the beginning of each semester, you always have to re-register, because enrolment 
is only valid for one semester and to be enrolled in the following semester you will have 
to pay the semester fee, which is usually with a deadline.

Studying in Germany Practical Guide For International Students

1. I visited the office of students’ affairs "Studentensekretariat" and the international 
office and I was required to submit these documents for enrollment:

Ÿ Passport or ID Card,

Ÿ Admission Letter from the University

Ÿ University Entrance Qualification (or substitute documents)

Ÿ Passport photos (up to 10 depending on the university or school)

Ÿ Health insurance coverage,

Ÿ German Language proficiency proof (for study in German only)

Ÿ English Language proficiency proof (for study in English only),

Ÿ Proof of English and German language proficiency (for study in German 
and English)



It is necessary to register in your city of residence in Germany. So, to do 
this, I went to the local resident registration office. For some of my 
friends, who were living in larger cities, they went to the municipal office. 
These are the documents I needed to register at the resident registration 
office: 
1. Passport or ID Card
2. Confirmation of residence from my landlord
I was given a registration form to fill after which, I got a printout 
confirming I had registered.

Hint: Keep your registration confirmation safe, because you’ll need 
in another city, if eventually you move.

I had to go to the foreigner’s registration office after I finished my 
registration at the resident registration office. It is compulsory for every 
student, who is not a citizen of Germany or any of the EU countries to 
register at the foreigner’s office, to have a legal stay in Germany. The 
registration isn’t free, you must pay between 50 and 60 euros. These are 
the documents I presented at the time of my registration:

1.Residency registration confirmation from the resident registration office.
2. Health certificate (if applicable)
3. Proof of health insurance coverage
4. University enrolment confirmation
5. Passport
6. Proof of financial resources
I had all my document complete and valid, so I was given 1-year 
residence permit, which you could always extend if there’s a need for it.

Step 3
REGISTER AT THE CITY RESIDENCE OFFICE AND 
APPLY FOR A RESIDENCE PERMIT
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Step 4
OPENING A BANK ACCOUNT

To open a bank account as a student in Germany is quite simple. 
There are many banks that offer students special offers and 
services. To complete my account opening procedure was easy. 
All I did was fill an application form and submitted all the 
documents that were requested. 

The documents usually requested are university admission letter, 
residence permit and sometimes a passport photo, depending on 
the bank. There’s a possibility of opening an account online too, in 
a case, where you don’t want to go to the bank physically.

See also: How to open a bank account via internet
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Step 5
COST AND FINANCING 

The first thing that came to my mind when I decided to study in Germany was 
how much it was going to cost me, considering my parents were not able to 
afford expensive education, by the time I realised there’s was no tuition fee in 
many German public universities I couldn’t wait to grab the opportunity. 
However, there were still some expenses that I had to still prepare for. To help 
you understand the financial cost of studying in Germany, I have broken it 
down for you accordingly: 

Semester Contribution:
compulsory to pay the semester fee, which differs from university to 
university, it ranges between 200 and 300 euros. This fee helps in financing 
some students’ services and activities, which includes student halls of 
residence, dining halls, sport facilities and administration. 
The fee also includes the semester ticket needed for local and regional 
transportation within the state or city you are studying for six months.

Tuition Fee (If Applicable): As I told you before, many public universities in 
Germany are free and are funded by the government, however, there are 
some master’s degree programmes that require you to pay for it and private 
universities charge a lot of money for those studying there, and the cost of 
tuition has nothing to do with the quality of education. Public universities in 
Germany offer quality education and very competitive global. Even though the 
tuition is free, you may still spend up to 49 euros if you process your 
admission through Uni-assist.

Living Costs: Compared to many other European countries, the cost of living 
in Germany is relatively cheap. It is difficult to predict how much one needs 

to survive but this depends on whether you live in a big city or small town. 
You will need less than 900 euros if you live in a small city.

Evidence of Finance: To study in Germany, you must prove you have up to 

Before you leave your country, the German embassy will require you to show 
proof of finance when you apply for study visa, which can be through any of 

Germany as I mentioned before, an issue of guarantee by someone living in 
Germany called verpflichtungserklärung or a scholarship. To be sure of the 
type of financial proof required for your country, find out more from the 
German embassy in your country. If you don’t have the means to fund your 
study just like me, there a lot of scholarship opportunities in Germany, the 
DAAD (German Academic Exchange Service). I received my scholarship to 
study in Germany from them. You can check out the DAAD scholarship 
database here: www.funding-guide.de
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 Though you don’t have to pay tuition, but it is

t for upkeep in Germany but on the average, you will need 900 euros monthly

11,904 euros you can live or survive on for one year.

these means: payment of 11,904 euros into a blocked account in a bank in



SCHOLARSHIPS

Tuition Free Universities in Germany

Tuition Free Universities in Germany

German Government Scholarship
https://www.scholarshipsads.com/germany-scholarships/#gs.qrsk6q

DAAD scholarship link
https://www.daad.de/deutschland/stipendium/datenbank/en/21148-scholarship-database/
https://www.daad.de/deutschland/stipendium/musik-kunst/en/8590-the-daads-artists-in-
berlin-program-/

Bayer AG - Stiftungen
http://www.bayer-foundations.com/en/international-fellowship.aspx

Friedrich Ebert Stiftung
https://www.fesdc.org/about/friedrich-ebert-stiftung/

MAWISTA Scholarship
https://www.mawista.com/en/scholarship/
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1. Technical University of Munich
2. Ludwig Maximilians University
3. Heidelberg University
4. Karlsruher Institute of Technology
5. Humboldt University of Berlin
6. Free University of Berlin
7. RWTH University
8. Technical University of Berlin
9. University of Tubingen0.Albert Ludwig University
10. Georg-Augusta University of Göttingen
11. University of Hamburg
12. University of Bonn
13. Goethe University
14. University of Stuttgart
15. Darmstadt University of Technology
16. TU Dresden

1. University of Siegen 
2. University of Kaiserslautern 
3. University of Giessen 
4. Free University of Berlin
5. University of Koblenz and Landau
6. Esslingen University of Applied Sciences (Hochschule Esslingen
7. Braunschweig University of Technology (TU Braunschweig)



Here are some of the best universities in 
Germany, which offer degree courses in English:

Universities that offer Computer Science (Msc.) 
with English as language.

· Hochschule Mannheim –University of Applied Sciences
· Karlsruhe Institute of Technology
· Berlin International University of Applied Sciences
· Bremen University of Applied Sciences
· Jacobs University
· Technische Universitat Munchen
· University of Gottingen
· Max Planck Institute
· Freie Universitat Berlin
· Technische Universitat Dresden
· Munich University of Applied Sciences
· University of Bonn
· Saarland University
· Frankfurt School of Finance & Management
· Technische Universitat Kaiserslautern
· Universitat Hamburg
· ULM University
· HHL Leipzig Graduate School of Management
· University of Bayreuth
· WHU-Otto Beisheim School of Management
· University of Stuttgart
· RWTH Aachen University
· HTW Berlin
· Technische Universitat Berlin
· TU Darmstadt
· University of Hohenheim
· University of Erfurt
· University of Freiburg
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1. Technical University of Munich
2. Humboldt Universität zu Berlin 
3. Ludwig Maximilians Universität München 
4. RWTH Aachen University 
5. Technical University Berlin
6. University of Saarland
7. University of Bonn



Step 6 
CAN I FIND A JOB IN GERMANY AFTER 
MY STUDY?
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There are lot of African students working in Germany currently. This is because international 
students have up to one year and 6 months after graduating to find a job. Although, the job 
must be related to the field of study. Graduates from German universities have great prospects 
in the German labor market, most especially graduates in the field of engineering, information 
technology, life sciences and mathematics. 

You could decide to do a doctorate degree, if you were a master student or take up a master 
studies, if you were a bachelor’s student, you also have an option of setting up your own 
business or enterprise. Find further information on job opportunities in Germany on the Make it 
in Germany website under “Studying in Germany-and after?” You may even get support if you 
decide to return home, but you may have to fulfill certain conditions be entitled to such support, 
get more info here:

www.zav-reintegration.de/en 

For you to live and work in Germany, you need to have long-term residency and as an 
international student, you are entitled to the following residence titles:

1. Residence permit (this is temporary residence permit you get for regular studies)

2. EU Blue Card (temporary residence title)

3. Settlement permit (permanent residence title)

4. Permanent residency (permanent residence title)

Every graduate student from Germany with a fixed or contract job with a 

minimum gross annual income of 48,000 or 38,000 euros for a job that’s

 not in high demand can apply for EU Blue Card. The card is first 

issued for a maximum of 4 years (max.) and can be extended 

depending on the job contract.



www.kampuskonnekt49.cominfo@kampuskonnekt49.com

Tel:

Address:

kampuskonnekt49 kampuskonnekt49 kampuskonnekt49@konnekt49 @konnekt49

Kampus
Konnekt49

Connecting Africans to the German world

+4915213366920
+4915215990338

Kaiserstrasse 89, 53113 Bonn Germany
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